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Beginning Drama
Syllabus 
Mrs.Lewis                                   
Overview:

Beginning drama is a course designed for students who are interested in creating, performing, and exploring drama. Students will learn the basics of theatre from the parts of a stage to performing a monologue to performing skits in front of an audience. This class will cover a broad range of pantomime, improvisation, theatre terminology, theatre history and acting techniques. This class will help the students develop their public speaking skills, and hopefully allow them to open up more and feel more comfortable in front of a room full of people. This course will help to develop creativity and spontaneity through exploring and may even lead you to commit to a theatre program in the future. Most students come into beginning drama with a mixture of experience so we will start from the beginning and work our way up to the top. 

Course Goals: 
•To study and rehearse acting techniques.

•To understand and demonstrate theatre terminology.
•To create, rehearse and perform scenes individually and in groups.    
•To express yourself creatively.
•To work cooperatively with a variety of people.                                                     
•To perform a play at the end of the semester.

•To learn technical theatre.

Requirements:

Students must obtain the following materials for daily class use & participation.

•Pencil (NO PENS! Must be an erasable writing utensil)
Expectations:            
Attendance:

Attendance is a vital part of drama.  We will frequently be working in groups for this class.  It can make a large impact on your team if you are not in class.   Please refer to your student planner and the attendance policy on page 2.  If you are absent, YOU are responsible for finding out what you missed.  If your absence is unexcused, you will not be allowed to make up the work and will lose participation points. 
Performances:

We will have an outside-of-class performance at the end of the semester.  All assigned performances are required for a passing grade.  Required performances cannot be made up.  You will be given more information about your performance at a later date.
Extra Credit:

You may attend a play or musical for 20 points extra credit.  It can be a high school, college, community, or professional production.  You must fill out an Extra Credit Critique Sheet in order to receive the points.  You are allowed to turn in a maximum of 3 extra credit sheets for the semester.  Please give your sheets to Mrs. Lewis to turn them in. Do not leave them in the Theatre. 
Participation:                                                                                    
30 % of your grade in this class will be participation.  You will be getting 20 participation points weekly.  If any of the below items are not followed the student will lose 5 points for every one item for the first offense.  If the behavior continues after that you will lose an additional 5 points more.  Below is what participation in this class means:
1. Come to class and be on time.

2. Bring class related materials, i.e. scripts, pencils, etc.

3. Active Listening.  When the teacher or others are speaking; you are listening.

4. Transitions.  There will be a lot of times in the class when we are doing activities as a group.  When the teacher asks you to participate in the activity, you must move quickly and with little disruption of class time.  

5. Involvement in the activity.  When you are asked to be a part of an activity in class you do not remove yourself from the activity, carrying on a conversation with your neighbor, or disrespect other students that are participating.

6. Supporting fellow students in the classroom.  If another student is talking or performing you listen and applaud when appropriate.
7. You work on classroom assignments when asked.  You do not use the time for social time. 

8. You do NOT have your cell phones or ipods (or any other electronic devices) out during class.  
Grades:

Grade breakdown

Participation – 30%       Test – 20%      Performances – 50%
Classroom Behavior Information            
•No gum, food or drinks allowed in the auditorium.  Water bottles are acceptable.

•When you enter the Theatre you set your backpack down and sit in a circle on stage.  You will be marked tardy if you are not seated in a circle.
•When class begins, you are quiet and attentive to the teacher or announcements.

•Respect others.  No one has the right to interfere with the learning process of anyone else in this class.  MANNERS, COURTESY AND RESPECT ARE MANDATORY IN THIS ROOM.  Students will use calm voices with inoffensive language. 
•Respect school and personal property.  Do not touch anything in class that does not belong to you.  Do not touch anything on stage that you are not directed to touch.  

•Clean up after yourself.  

•You practice appropriate audience behavior during class performances.

•Raise your hand for questions or comments.
•Students will be dismissed when all materials are put away and the teacher dismisses you. (I.e. costumes, props and scenery; auditorium will be cleaned up after each class)

•Have a willing and positive attitude.
Hall Pass:

If you need to use the restroom please ask Mrs. Lewis.  Take a drama hall pass with you.  Only one student allowed to the restroom at a time.

Tardy Policy: (See CHS student planner)
Students are expected to be in the classroom, sitting in a circle on stage and ready for class to begin when the tardy bell sounds.  The Drama department follows the CHS Tardy Policy found on page 3 of the CHS Student Planner. “A student who has three (3) tardies will have their grade dropped one grade level.”  Tardiness results in a loss of participation points as well.
You and your parents must read and sign the course syllabus.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Parent/Guardian:
I, ________________________the parent/guardian of_________________________

have read and understand the above course syllabus for beginning drama.    I am aware that my student has an outside-of-class performance and I understand that if my student does not attend the performance it will result in a 0.   I am also aware of what is expected of my student during class time. 

Parent/Guardian Signature: ______________________________Date:___________

Student: 

I, _____________________have read and understand the above course syllabus in beginning drama.  I am aware that I have an outside-of-class performance and understand that if I do not attend the performance it will result in a 0.  I am also aware of what is expected of me during the class time. 
Student Signature: __________________________________Date: ______________

. 


For information or questions:


Mrs. Lewis, Drama/Public Speaking Teacher


(425) 844-4852
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