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Syllabus 
Mrs.Lewis                                   
Course Overview:

This class introduces students to the art of public speaking and debate.  It focuses on teaching critical thinking, organization, oral communication, and listening skills. The course aims at developing students’ confidence as public speakers by teaching them the elements of effective oral presentations.

Course Goals: 
•To build confidence in public speaking

•To learn how to outline a speech

•To introduce the student to different kinds of speeches                          
•To deliver well organized speeches

•To improve speaking skills

•To develop good listening and skills of a focused audience
•To develop a more effective argument
Requirements:

Students must obtain the following materials for daily class use & participation.

•Pencil/Pen
•Notebook/Paper
•Flash Drive – All PowerPoint presentations MUST be on a flash drive.
                                                                                                                             Expectations:            
Attendance:
Please refer to your student planner and the attendance policy on page 2.  You will not be allowed to make up work if you have an unexcused absence.  Unexcused absences will result in a loss of participation points.
Participation:
20% of your grade will be participation.  You will be getting 20 participation points weekly.  If any of the below items are not followed the student will lose 5 points for every one item for the first offense.  If the behavior continues after that you will lose an additional 5 points more.  Below is what participation in this class means:

1. Come to class and be on time.

2. Bring class related materials, i.e. flash drives, speeches, notebooks, pencils, etc.

3. Active Listening.  When the teacher or others are speaking; you are listening.

4. Supporting fellow students in the classroom.  If another student is talking or delivering a speech, you are quiet and applaud when appropriate.

5. You work on classroom assignments when asked.  You do not use the time for social time.  If we are researching in the LRC, you must be using that time for public speaking related research.   It is not to be used to check email, etc. 
Grades:

Grade breakdown                                     Assignments/Speeches

Participation – 20%                                                       Informative Speech                                              

Speeches – 70%



        Extemporaneous Speech

Quiz – 10%




        Marketing Assignment

 





        Persuasive Speech







        Debate

Classroom Behavior Information       
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•No gum, food or drinks allowed in the auditorium.  Water bottles are acceptable.

•When you enter the Theatre you set your backpack down and sit in a circle on stage. 
•When class begins, you are quiet and attentive to the teacher or announcements.

•Respect others.  No one has the right to interfere with the learning process of anyone else in this class.  MANNERS, COURTESY AND RESPECT ARE MANDATORY IN THIS ROOM.  Students will use calm voices with inoffensive language. 
•Respect school and personal property.  Do not touch anything in class that does not belong to you.  
•Clean up after yourself.  

•You practice appropriate audience behavior during speeches.

•Raise your hand for questions or comments.
•Have a willing and positive attitude.
Hall Pass:

If you need to use the restroom please ask Mrs. Lewis.  Take a drama hall pass with you.  Only one student allowed to the restroom at a time.
Tardy Policy: (See CHS student planner)
Students are expected to be in the classroom ready for class to begin when the tardy bell sounds.  The public speaking class follows the CHS Tardy Policy found on page 3 of the CHS Student Planner. “A student who has three (3) tardies will have their grade dropped one grade level.”  Tardiness results in a loss of participation points.
You and your parents must read and sign the course syllabus.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Parent/Guardian:
I, ________________________the parent/guardian of_________________________

have read and understand the above course syllabus for Public Speaking.   I am aware of what is expected of my student during class time. 

Parent/Guardian Signature: ______________________________Date:___________

Student: 

I, _____________________have read and understand the above course syllabus in Public Speaking.  I am aware of what is expected of me during the class time. 
Student Signature: __________________________________Date: ______________

. 


For information or questions:


Mrs. Lewis, Drama/Public Speaking Teacher


(425) 844-4852
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